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Drum Making 
Workshop

Chi-miigwech to Roger Assiniwe and the 
North Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre for 
hosting a drum making workshop for Nbisiing 
Secondary School’s drum group. Students 
worked with their hands and crafted their own 
drums while listening to teachings and songs. 
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Grade 11 English Ndoo-Zhitoomin Unit 
Continued sewing and beading with Amanda

Cooking in the Kitchen 
Making Cinnamon knots Personal Life Management and Nutrition & Health
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Elders Resource Meeting

On November 30th with covid safety protocols in place, 
Education Chair, Mike Sawyer, Nbisiing Principal Lacy 
Stevens-Farrell, and Education Director, Nancy Allaire, 
held a dialogue with various community knowledge and 
language holders to ask for guidance and support with 
our language and culture at our high school. 
This was the first step to continued efforts of 
revitalization and retention of Nbisiing Nishnaabemwin 
and Culture at the school. To continue the ongoing 
efforts that were started since the beginning of Nbisiing 
Secondary School opened in 1995. 
We look forward and honoured to work with our 
knowledge and language holders to strengthen our 
identity as Nipissing First Nation of knowing, being, and 
doing. This grassroots approach coupled by traditional 
protocols, has allowed this community approach to 
properly be supported to only get stronger, as we 
amplify our past, prepare our present and to strengthen 
our future. 
“Language is the Culture and Culture is the Language” - 
Muriel Sawyer ban - BiidaajwanCooking Outdoors

Duck Duck Goose… and Moose

Front Row Left to Right: Jane Commanda, Lacy Stevens-Farrell, Geraldine McLeod, 
Evelyn McLeod Back Row Left to Right: Mike Sawyer, John Sawyer, Nancy Allaire, 
June Commanda, Peter Beaucage, Mike Couchie (Missing: Larry McLeod)
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In HSP3C Intro to Anthropology, Sociology and Psychology, grade 11 students are 
researching current issues in the news that relate to marginalized voices.  

ENG2P Grade 10 English is learning about the Nipissing Warriors and the Homemakers 
club. Students will be writing an opinion piece about why it is so important to learn about 
local content in the classroom and welcomed John Sawyer in who hosted a circle. Many of 
our students play hockey and this unit has been a great experience learning local hockey 
history. 

Painting with Jules
Miigwech Jules Armstrong for hosting a virtual paint day for all of the students at 
Nbisiing. 
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Elf in the 
School

Throughout the month of December, the students and 
staff at Nbisiing participated in “Elf in the School.” 

Each day, the school elf, Shkaabewis, was hidden 
somewhere new throughout the school and it was 

everyone’s job to find it and take an "elfie." 
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Photography Class - Smoke Art

Miigwech Vicky Laforge for 
working with our photography 

class and introducing us to 
smoke art.
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Visit from Gerard Peltier - Canadore College

Students were given a chance to learn about the path to Canadore College, thanks to a visit 
from Recruitment Officer Gerard Peltier. Thanks for the information about Canadore’s 
‘First Peoples’ Centre’ and the many ways to succeed after graduation!

Cedar Tea with Glenna Beaucage
Glenna came to visit our school and brought strawberry and 
cedar tea. Glenna shared with ours students some of her 
history about the school and how her own children 
graduated from Nbisiing. Plus now a few of her 
grandchildren are on the pathway to graduate from Nbisiing.
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Tipi Teachings 

Very special guests Brenda Lee and Audrey Commanda joined Albina’s ‘Designing Your Future’ 
class to show the class an exciting craft along with a special teaching.  Our guests were kind enough 
to provide us with the teachings of each of the poles of teepee as well, and we took the occasion to 
both learn and create. The students are excited to take the opportunity to use their crafts as gifts for 
their families. Students learned about traditional designs and used their creative abilities to adorn 
their teepees with beautiful art.  We created mini teepees that will be Christmas tree toppers or an 
ornament for the tree’s branches. Miigwech to Brenda and Audrey for passing on our traditional 
culture and knowledge.  Miigwech to Kayla and Sarah for always willing to help out - especially 
with our traditional knowledge keepers!
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Holiday Breakfast Hampers
Staff members worked hard to deliver Holiday Breakfast Hampers to 
over 50 Nbisiing families before the winter break continuing our 
breakfast program into the holidays.

Frybread Lessons from Mama Bear Cheryl
Lessons on how to make frybread from one of the best! 


